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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

1 . Applicant's election without traverse of claims 1 -6 and 1 5-21 in the reply filed on 
5-18-04 is acknowledged. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patenter (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1-4, 15-18, and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Maes et a!., patent #6,442,251, hereinafter Maes. 

4. With regard to claim 1 , which teaches a method for controlling screens in an 
electronic device having a display and a plurality of application programs, each 
application program having associated with it a plurality of screens, Maes teaches, in 
column 4, lines 11-20, column 3, lines 62-65, and In column 7, lines 28-41, the each of 
the plurality of applications having a plurality of screens associated with them. With 
regard to claim 1 , further teaching detecting user activation of a user interface control 
represented on the display, the display displaying a representation of a first screen, the 
representation of the first screen included in one of the plurality of screens, Maes 
teaches, in column 1, line 65 through column 2, line 10, the activation of a button 
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displayed on a Painn type computer, the button associated with a command to display 
the note taking application. With regard to claim 1 , further teaching matching a 
command to the activation of the user interface control associated with the command in 
response to an indication of the command listed in a control file with indications of the 
plurality of commands, Maes teaches, in column 2, lines 17-22 and column 7, lines 28- 
41 , the matching of commands (open the note application) with user interface controls 
(selection of the note button). With regard to claim 1 , further teaching on of the plurality 
of object methods, each associated with one and only one of the plurality of commands, 
responding to a match between the command listed in the control file and the activation 
of the user interface control, Maes teaches, in column 4, lines 20-26 and column 1 , line 
65 through column 2, line 10, the use of Java for implementing the programs, where 
Java is known in the art, and further disclosed in page 8 of the applications 
specification, to be an object oriented programming language, where the programs 
would provide different object methods for each command upon activation. With regard 
to claim 1 , which further teaches changing the display from displaying a representation 
of the first screen to displaying a representation of a second screen in response to the 
object method, Maes teaches, in column 2, lines 7-10 and figures 2 and 5, the changing 
of the screen from the phone based application to the note taking application upon 
selection of a button. 

5. With regard to claims 2 and 16, which teach the first screen being associated 
with a first application program, the second screen being associated with a second 
application program, and the object method invoked by the activation of the user 
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interface control of the first screen is included in the second application program, Maes 
teaches, in column 4, line 60 through column 5, line 18, while the user in the call 
application (first screen) the user taps a note button which links to an object method 
which provides the display of a note taking application (second screen). 

6. With regard to claims 3 and 17, which teach the first screen being associated 
with a first application program, the second screen being associated with the first 
application program, and the object method invoked by activation of the user interface 
control of the first screen being included in the first application program, Maes teaches, 
in column 3, line 60 through column 4, line 3, while the user in the call application (first 
screen) the user taps a input button which links to an object method which provides the 
display of a second different call application display (second screen). 

7. With regard to claims 4 and 1 8, which teach the file including indications of a 
plurality of user interface control labels, each associated with one of the indications of 
the plurality of commands, and the representation of the user interface control on the 
display includes one of the plurality of user interface control labels, Maes teaches, in 
column 7, lines 28-41 and in figure 10, the note application displaying a plurality of 
control labels each having a command associated with it for providing a different 
screen. 

8. With respect to claim 15, which teaches, a display and a memory for storing the 
object framework, Maes teaches, in column 4, line 20-39, the use of a display unit and a 
memory unit for storing the object framework. With regard to claim 15, which further 
teaches a method for controlling screens in an electronic device having a display and a 
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plurality of application programs, each application program having associated with it a 
plurality of screens, Maes teaches, in column 4, lines 1 1-20, column 3, lines 62-65, and 
in column 7, lines 28-41 , the each of the plurality of applications having a plurality of 
screens associated with them. With regard to claim 15, further teaching detecting user 
activation of a user interface control represented on the display, the display displaying a 
representation of a first screen, the representation of the first screen included in one of 
the plurality of screens, Maes teaches. In column 1 , line 65 through column 2, line 10, 
the activation of a button displayed on a Palm type computer, the button associated with 
a command to display the note taking application. With regard to claim 15, further 
teaching matching a command to the activation of the user interface control associated 
with the command in response to an indication of the command listed in a control file 
with indications of the plurality of commands, Maes teaches, in column 2, lines 17-22 
and column 7, lines 28-41 , the matching of commands (open the note application) with 
user interface controls (selection of the note button). With regard to claim 15, further 
teaching on of the plurality of object methods, each associated with one and only one of 
the plurality of commands, responding to a match between the command listed in the 
control file and the activation of the user interface control, Maes teaches, in column 4, 
lines 20-26 and column 1, line 65 through column 2, line 10, the use of Java for 
implementing the programs, where Java is known in the art, and further disclosed in 
page 8 of the applications specification, to be an object oriented programming 
language, where the programs would provide different object methods for each 
command upon activation- With regard to claim 15, which further teaches changing the 
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display from displaying a representation of the first screen to displaying a representation 
of a second screen in response to the object method, Maes teaches, in column 2, lines 
7-10 and figures 2 and 5, the changing of the screen from the phone based application 
to the note taking application upon selection of a button. 

9. With regard to claim 21 , which teaches a personal digital assistant size case, and 
a wireless data communication interface for communicating data with a remote device, 
Maes teaches, in column 4, lines 20-43 and figure 2, the system being a Palm size 
device comprising wireless connectivity. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

10. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action; 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

11. Claims 5, 6, 19, and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Maes and Nomura et a!., patent # 6,658,409, hereinafter Nomura. 

12. With regard to claims 5 and 19, Maes teaches a small display system which 
provides applications that allow for selection of buttons in the application program that 
link to a separate screen either in the same application program or in a second 
application program (see column 1, line 65 through column 2, line 30). Maes, however, 
doesn't specifically teach, using bus listeners with corresponding addresses to check for 
selection of an interface control. Nomura teaches a portable display processing system 
that allows selection in a particular application to link to a different application (see 
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column 9, lines 35-67 and figures 12, 13, 28, and 29), but further teaches repeatedly 
determining whether any one of the keys in the key input has being operated (listening) 
(see column 9, lines 35-40 and figures 12, 13, and 16), and providing addresses that 
correspond to the currently selected user interface control (see column 9, lines 35-67 
and figure 16). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, having the 
teachings of Maes and Nomura before him at the time the invention was made to 
modify the display system of Maes to use listeners to determine if a button was pressed. 
One would have been motivated to make such a combination because listeners are 
often used in object-oriented programs, such as Java, to notify the object class of the 
latest data on the bus. 

1 3. With regard to claims 6 and 20, Maes teaches, in column 4, line 60 through 
column 5, line 18, while the user in the call application (first screen) the user taps a note 
button which links to an object method which provides the display of a note taking 
application (second screen). Maes, however, doesn't teach the use of a bus listener for 
associating an address with the command for invoking the screen change. Nomura, 
further teaches, in column 9, lines 35-67 and figure 16, the use of a listener for 
determining if any of the keys have been selected and associating an address with each 
item for providing the screen change. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art, having the teachings of Maes and Nomura before him at the time the 
invention was made to modify the display system of Maes to use listeners to determine 
if a button was pressed. One would have been motivated to make such a combination 
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because listeners are often used in object-oriented programs, such as Java, to notify 
the object class of the latest data on the bus. 

Conclusion 

14. The prior art made of record on form PTO-892 and not relied upon is considered 
pertinent to applicant's disclosure. Applicant is required under 37 C.F.R. § 1.111(c) to 
consider these references fully when responding to this action. The documents cited 
therein teach small display systems which provides applications that allow for selection 
of buttons in the application program that link to a separate screen. 

15. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dennis G. Bonshock whose telephone number is (703) 
305-4668. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 6:30 a.m. - 4:00 
p.m. 

1 6. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Cabeca can be reached on (703) 308-3116. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

17. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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